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                                                 Change. Unchanging Love

Well, it looks like Punxsutawney Phil’s prognostication of six more weeks of winter has turned out to be accurate, at least as far as the last few weeks have been concerned.  
Longing for spring only seems to prolong winter.  While Phil is sleeping the next month away, we look eagerly for a break in the weather and a hint of spring.  On the calendar, spring arrives March 20th, but even before that, Daylight Savings Time begins on March 9th and Ash Wednesday is on March 5th.  You may have already noticed a little more daylight in the morning and a little less darkness in the evening.  More light is being added a minute or two each day.  The vernal (fresh or new) equinox is coming!  Spring is on the way, a welcome change, unless you received skis for Christmas.
And behold, more change, an Interim Pastor, new, but not entirely new, just a “NEUmann” and not so new, someone you already know.  It is an honor to be serving again as interim pastor at Zion.  Linda and I find much joy in being a part of the faith community here and have always felt welcomed and supported by the love of Christ alive here at Zion.
There is an old saying that the only thing constant in life is change.  I realize that is true every time I look in a mirror.  The image I see looks like a picture of my grandfather looking back at me.  I wonder how he “got in there” so fast!  But how boring and stale life would be without a constant flow of new and interesting changes.  We move forward, cherishing from where we have come, both as individuals and as a congregation, while joyfully serving in the present and being excited for the future.
And amid all the changes of life, remember one thing is eternally constant, the love of God.  We have been called to serve and love the Lord our God each new day, with all our hearts and souls and minds, all that we are and hope to be, and to love other people as we love ourselves.  May the words of the Old Testament prophet Micah, 6:8, be a constant call to ministry as we face the journey of life ahead, “He has showed you what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.”  In doing so, we daily are renewed by the unchanging love of God.  Live as the Apostle Paul encourages us in 2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come.  The old is gone, the new is here!”
In Christ, Pastor Neumann 
                                                                                                                              Interim Pastor
Pastor Neumann’s office days will be:
 	Monday:       10-2pm
Wednesday:  11-3pm 
            Thursday:      1-5pm
 I’m available anytime if you need pastoral care.
 
Here are ways to get in touch with me:
Cell:	412-401-5720 (best way)
Home:	412-822-7652
Email:	manyneumanns@gmail.com
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Thank you to all who helped to prepare for and serve at the Food Pantry in February! We ended up serving over 150 household clients through drive-through and it was thanks to all of your efforts setting up, serving, and cleaning up that it all happened! 

Our next pantry meets on Saturday, March 8th. Therefore, and if you are able to help, with set-up on Friday, March 7th from 9am-12pm in the Community Room or during the pantry on the 8th from 8:30am-12:00pm, that would be most appreciated!  

Thank you again for all of your time, efforts, prayers and support towards making a difference in our local community and beyond!
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Zion Book Club selections for 2025:
Mar. 17        Lady Tan’s Circle of Women		Lisa See 				Rhonda P
Apr. 21        Orbital					Samantha Harvey			Chris D
May 19        The Reading List				Sara Nisha Adama			Jean B
Jun. 16	        Horse					Geraldine Brooks			Jean P
Jul. 21	        The Women				Kristin Hannah			Elna S
Aug. 18       Rust					Eliese Celeste Goldbach		Sue B
Sep. 15        Thursday Murder Club			Richard Osman			Samara D
Oct. 20	        The Ride of Her Life			Elizabeth Letts			Laura P
Nov. 17       The First Ladies 				Marie Benedict &			Kathy K
Dec. 15        Book selection potluck

We meet at 1:00pm in the Gerhard Lounge.    Everyone welcome!


[image: C:\Users\test\Downloads\7fe3a7_18f2cb0a00dd4d7595feae07af698ad3.jpg] Newsletter Deadline:  Do you have an idea for an article, update on a project, or a photo from a Zion event or a shout-out or thank you?  We would love to have it!  All articles are due by the 20th of each month.  Please send them via e-mail to:  julie@zionpennhills.org.





Lent Begins
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March 5, 7:00 pm
Ash Wednesday
Holy Communion with Imposition of Ashes



Pickup Choir:
First Sunday of Lent – March 9th
Meet at 8:30 am in the Sanctuary to learn an easy piece together and go over the service music for this important Sunday. All voices and all experience levels are welcome! No commitment necessary.


Lenten Midweek Services:
Reflection and Healing with Psalm 103
Thursdays beginning March 13th at 7:00 pm in the Chapel
Psalm 103 moves through a variety of human emotions, including awe, regret, hope, and gratitude. Reading through it responsively each week allows worshipers to reflect on where they may find themselves in the psalm during a particular week. Join us for an additional chance to reflect on the gospel reading from the previous Sunday, repetition of Psalm 103, and a time of silence followed by opportunity for personal prayer and laying on of hands. 


Save the Dates: Holy Week at Zion
April 13, 9:30 am	Palm/Passion Sunday
April 17, 7:00 pm	Maundy Thursday
April 18, 7:00 pm	Good Friday
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Graham Standish Working Group Update: The proposal for the future of Zion was presented to the Zion council at their meeting in February.   The council will take the month of March to discern this proposal and will then vote on it at their March meeting. Pending the council vote in March, informational sessions will be scheduled with the congregation after that. Please continue to keep this group and its work in your prayers.



[image: C:\Users\test\Downloads\finances_16197c-scaled.jpg]Zion Lutheran Church Budgeted Finances as of January 31:
Offering Income:	$ 13,361.51
Other Income:*  	$   6,086.00
Total Income:		$ 19,447.51
Total Expense:		$ 30,426.48
Net:			- 10,978.51


*Thomas Child Care and Learning Center, AIU, Apartment, and other groups who use our facilities.
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We will celebrate monthly birthdays on the following Sundays:

Sunday, March 2			Sunday, August 3
Sunday, April 6				Sunday, September 7
Sunday, May 4				Sunday, October 5
Sunday, June 1				Sunday, November 2
Sunday, July 6				Sunday, December 7
						

The remainder of the Sundays in a given month will be covered by council members. As always, we’re grateful for those who participate by bringing both sweet & savory goodies to share. If you would like to bring something, simply just add your name to the calendar in the Gathering Space. Any and all snacks & treats are welcome, and it helps the Parish Life folks know what we need from one week to the next!  Should you have any questions, please feel free to reach out.                                                                             
                                                                       Respectfully – Parish Life Committee
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    BREAD SCHEDULE:
    
    March 2:	          Sue Clydesdale
    March 9-April 13    Lent – No Bread





Offering Count Schedule
	
	
	
	

	March 2
	10:45 am
	Sue Clydesdale
	Laura Patchen

	March 9
	10:45 am
	Mary Lou D’Ambrosio
	Jean Betker

	March 16
	10:45 am
	Pat Pope
	Chris Dippold

	March 23
	10:45 am
	Tony LaMorte
	Chrissa Clark

	March 30
	10:45 am
	Sue Clydesdale
	Mark Mauro
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+ OREMUS +

If there is someone that we can prayerfully take off the prayer chain, please let the Church office know. If you or someone you know (who is not on the OREMUS) is in need of a pastoral visit, please let Pastor   
                                                                      Neumann know (412) 401-5720.   Thank you.


Rehab Facility:   
Evelyn Lamm (Concordia, Monroeville, Room 110)
Nancy Fabel (Rosebrook Living Facility, Sarver, PA, Room 116)
Paul and Mary Lou Feathers (Presbyterian Homes, Oakmont, Room 204)

Memory Care Facility:  Don Cook (Arden Courts, Monroeville, Room 48)
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	Prayers Requested for:

Sandra Short

	John Carter

	Jenny Fabrizi

	Marion Ertel

	Wayne Stumpf

	Ken Wagner

	Greg Felmley (brother of Tom)

	Alanna McGlaughlin, Ella & Meredith (niece of Gail Snyder)

	John Mainarich (son-in-law of Pat Pope)

	Shelly Clarke (friend of Kara Albrecht)

	Ellen Waldo (neighbor of Lisa & Ed Rickus)
Barb Kelly (cousin of Robert Page)

	Baby Hadassah & family
Audri Erfort (cousin of Mary Lou D’Ambrosio)

	Maggie Watson (daughter of Kathy Kraf)

	Michael Gerdich (friend of Rhonda Pope)

	Josh Cummings (nephew of Tony Lamorte)

	Patti Wunderley (sister of Linda Neumann)

	David Uptagraffe (friend of Audri Erfort)		

	John Hayes (friend of Tom & Annette)
Richard Sabol (father of Andrew Sabol)

	Gary Bunch (husband of Cheryl Bunch)

	Mike Walsh (friend of Kathy Gaberson)

	Katie Ritenour (cousin of Debbie Marks)

	Sandy Hutchins (friend of Diane Santoriello)

	Darnell Pope (brother of Sandra Short)

	Steve Bell (brother of Rhonda Pope)

	Chris Vuocolo (nephew of Mary Lou D’Ambrosio)

	Beth Rall

	Tom Schuler

	Marsha Balaban

	Denise Capobianco (friend of Sandra Short)
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3/2	  Amy Santoriello			3/11	        Leia Felmley
  		3/4	  Bonnie Heinecke		            3/26	       Jennifer Fabrizi
                        3/4	  Annette Felmley			3/26	       Noah Clark
                        3/5	  Patricia Hauser			3/27	       Izzy Barnes
  	3/5	  Don Cook				 3/29	       Robert Clydesdale, Jr.
                        3/5        Jean Betker				 3/31	       Al Stumpf
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       3/20/71	    Rev. Richard & Linda Neumann
      


[image: C:\Users\test\Desktop\My Documents\Agenda & Minutes\ushers.jpg]WE NEED MORE USHERS!  If you are interested in helping to collect and present the offering, doing a head count for record keeping, dismiss rows for communion, please let Tony Lamorte know at: lamortet@verizon.net.  Thank you 
	Sunday, March 02, 2025
	Mike Patchen
	Ray Rall

	Sunday, March 09, 2025
	Tony Lamorte
	Charlotte Fraser

	Sunday, March 16, 2025
	Mike Patchen
	Mark Mauro

	Sunday, March 23, 2025
	Tony Lamorte
	Charlotte Fraser

	Sunday, March 30, 2025
	Mark Mauro
	Janet Mauro
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